
 
 

Dec. 2, 2011 

This Week: 

• Commission survey results – good news for state ferries 

• Connecting Washington Task Force update 

• Colman dock construction activities 

• WSF nominated for Significant Boats of 2011 award 

• Southworth terminal construction completed 

• Community meetings update 

• Ferry Tale: Sometimes missing the boat ain’t so bad 

• Customer compliments 
 
Commission survey results – good news for state ferries 
The Washington State Transportation Commission conducted a survey of Washington residents asking 
them how they feel about the transportation system, what their priorities are, and how they think we 
should pay for growing needs. The Commission invited 100,000 adult Washington residents to participate 
in the online transportation survey. A total of 5,518 responses were collected. Results indicated statewide 
support for funding the ferry system. I encourage you to read this week’s article in the Seattle Times at 
http://today.seattletimes.com/2011/11/state-support-strong-for-higher-transportation-taxes-fees/. Key 
findings and ferry-specific information is available at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/commuterupdates/pub_meetings.htm#materials.  You may also visit the 

Commission website for more information at www.wstc.wa.gov/.   

 
Connecting Washington Task Force update 
I attended the fourth meeting of the governor’s Connecting Washington Task Force on Tuesday in 
Olympia. The Task Force heard from the Commission about the survey results (discussed above) and on 
potential revenue options. I am optimistic that the Task Force will recommend a comprehensive 
transportation package, including critical ferry financial needs, to the Legislature for consideration in the 
2012 session. The final meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for Monday, Dec. 12. For meeting 
agendas and materials, visit www.governor.wa.gov/priorities/transportation/connectwa.asp.  
 
Colman dock construction activities 
The sidewalk on the west side of Alaskan Way between Columbia and Yesler streets reopened last week 
following the completion of some electrical work. The electrical upgrade project continues at the terminal 
for another nine months, but there will be little or no impact to customers. For more information on this 
project visit www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr519/seattleelectrical.  
 
Terminal roof repairs began on Thursday and will last approximately two weeks as WSF replaces the roof 
on the buildings located between Slip 2 and 3 passenger overhead loading. There is no customer impact 
resulting from these repairs.  
 
I am happy to report that Slip 3 is scheduled to reopen today following a month-long closure to replace 
the decking on the overhead passenger loading structure. The finished work will be appreciated by our 
more than 8 million annual passengers at Colman dock. Photos are available at 
www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/sets/72157628036976180/.  
 



Slip 2 will close starting the week of Dec. 12 for approximately three months for mechanical and electrical 
upgrades. During this time Bainbridge Island/Seattle customers will be using Slip 3. Learn more at 

www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr519/seattleslip2bridge.    

 
WSF nominated for Significant Boats of 2011 award 
The Chetzemoka has been nominated for WorkBoat magazine’s Significant Boats of 2011 award. 
Workboat editors review the boats featured in the pages of WorkBoat during the last twelve months and 
choose the ten boats that deserve special recognition. Some vessels are chosen for design or 
technological advances, while others are selected for speed, style, innovation and other attributes. The 
ten winners will be featured in the January 2012 issue. 
 
Southworth terminal construction completed 
WSF completed work at the Southworth terminal this week to replace counterweight cables and timbers in 
the wingwalls. All of the construction occurred during the evening to avoid customer impacts. This 
maintenance work helps improve the reliability of the terminal. 
 
Community meetings update 
On Tuesday, I met with approximately 40 Whidbey Islanders at a meeting in Freeland. Last night, I was 
joined by customers of the San Juan Islands at the San Juan County Council chambers for a live Web 
broadcast. For photos of the community meetings, visit 
www.flickr.com/photos/wsdot/sets/72157626752566203. I really appreciate everyone who took the time to 
attend and the opportunity to have a discussion about the ferry system. The final meetings are in Port 
Townsend hosted by the Jefferson County Chamber (Dec. 5), Bainbridge Island (Dec. 6), and Kingston 
(Dec. 8). The full community meeting schedule and materials are posted at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/CommuterUpdates/pub_meetings.  
 
Ferry Tale: Sometimes missing the boat ain’t so bad 
Read the latest ferry tale about how misfortune turned into something wonderful for one customer 
http://wsdotferries.blogspot.com/. In September, we asked you to send in your “ferry tales” – experiences 
and memories you have of riding Washington state ferries over our 60-year history. We will continue to 
share some of our favorites over the next few months. We’re still taking submissions; more information is 
available at www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2011/09/Tales_092311.htm. 
 
Customer Compliments 
I received two compliments last week from customers of the Mukilteo/Clinton route.  
 
Many thanks to our customer service team for getting the word out quickly to help our island commuters 
who use Sound Transit. 
 
Huge kudos to WSF for getting out an alert message early this morning within ten minutes of the 
discovery that the North Line Sounder train was not running due to a mudslide. Those of us on the 6:30 
boat from Clinton to Mukilteo were [already enroute] but scrambled and managed to catch a commuter 
bus at the Mukilteo terminal just before it departed. The timely alert from WSF no doubt gave riders on 
the 7am departure from Clinton many more options than they otherwise would have.  
 
I appreciate the assistance of the Clinton ferry terminal staff and crew of the Cathlamet to assist a 
customer in need.  
 
A big thank you to the Clinton employee and the two ferry employees who assisted me when my car 
battery died before loading on to the ferry and then again when off-loading in Mukilteo. Their speed, 
efficiency and willing to help was a great comfort. I also love how the ferry system works so well with the 
timing (leaves on time, arrives on time etc). 
 
Next Week: 

• Final community meetings of 2012 

• Transportation partnership meeting 



• Senate Transportation Committee Meeting 

• FAC Executive Committee Meeting 
 
 
David Moseley’s weekly updates are available on the WSDOT Ferries Division website at 
www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/weekly. 

To unsubscribe, reply to this message with “unsubscribe” in the subject of the e-mail. 


